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CSG NEWSLETTER

WELCOME to the September edition of the AgForce Projects CSG newsletter. 

In this edition we provide our regular update on CSG company activity across 
the Surat, Bowen and Galilee Basins, new mining approvals and how these could 
potentially impact landholders. 

Complete our survey - AgForce Projects CSG Project is conducting a short online 
survey of landholders affected by CSG. Completing this survey is the best way to help 
us continue to provide relevant services for you and other landholders affected by 
CSG, and understand what issues and concerns you have. 

You can access information about our upcoming events as well as presentations 
online by visiting www.agforceprojects.org.au/csg. 

Didn’t receive this newsletter in your inbox? SUBSCRIBE 

For more information, or to register for one of our events call 3238 6048 or visit www.agforceprojects.org.au. 
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Upcoming Events

Property Computer  
Mapping Workshops
DINGO - 20 October
DYSART - 21 October
ROCKHAMPTON - 22 October
These workshops run from 8.30am 
to 3.45pm. 

Multi-Topic workshops
Attendees will hear about Grazing BMP, 
CSG, digital mapping and biosecurity.

MILES - 17 November
GAYNDAH - 18 November

Get all the information you need at one workshop
AgForce Projects is headed to Miles and Gayndah on 17 and 18 November this 
year to deliver multi-topic workshops to interested landholders.
The multi-topic workshops will discuss:
•	 Grazing Best Management Practices (BMP): Find out how Grazing BMP can help 

you as a grazier to improve your productivity and profitabilty while maintaining 
sustainable practices. 

•	 Landholder Coal Seam Gas Project: AgForce Projects CSG team will discuss 
how you can best be prepared for negotiations with a coal seam gas company, 
and how to get the best outcome for you and your property.

•	 Property Computer Mapping: Find out through AgForce Projects how mapping 
can benefit you and your farm business including improving productivity and 
profitability. 

•	 Biosecurity: Delivered by the Livestock Biosecurity Network, attendees will find 
out what they can do to mitigate biosecurity impacts on property.

Register at www.agforceprojects.org.au or call (07) 3238 6048.
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CSG Project enters fifth year
The CSG Project has entered its fifth year of delivering workshops, field days, information sessions and one-on-one assistance to 
landholders, with the Project having provided support to over 1,000 landholders over the last twelve months and over 4,500 since its 
inception in 2011.
CSG Project Leader Daniel Phipps said the project was crucial to help maintain the balance between producers and resource companies.
“With the number of CSG wells in the Surat Basin expected to reach between 18,000 to 40,000 over the life of the industry and 
approximately 5,500 production wells drilled so far, we encourage landholders to remain aware of their rights and responsibilities.”
“CSG is an important issue for landholders and will continue to be for some time into the future. We want to make sure landholders are 
as informed as possible, in order to protect their properties, their businesses and their livelihoods. We encourage all landholders to attend 
our workshops while they are available and to use the one-on-one support available to assist in the negotiation process and managing 
impacts on property.”
The CSG Project will continue to deliver information sessions and workshops as well as hosting biosecurity and groundwater field days to 
ensure landholders are as informed as possible. 
For information on upcoming workshops visit www.agforceprojects.org.au.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/58C6X9J
http://www.agforceprojects.org.au/csg
mailto:csg%40agforceprojects.org.au?subject=subscribe%20to%20csg%20newsletter
http://www.agforceprojects.org.au
http://www.agforceprojects.org.au
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AgForce Projects update

CSG Project still delivering strong results
A strong and eager crowd attended the joint research forum on agriculture and coal seam gas on Wednesday 26 August, in Roma.
Over 80 attendees attended the special event, Research Forum: Agriculture and Coal Seam Gas, which was held through partnership 
between the University of Queensland (UQ), the Gas Industry Social & Environmental Research Alliance (GISERA), Department of 
Agriculture (DAF) and Fisheries and AgForce Projects.

Director of the UQ Centre for CSG, Professor Andrew Garnett said that holding 
these research forums was important for the Centre, as well as other researchers, 
because it was a great opportunity to communicate their findings and get 
landholder feedback. As a result of the UQ research a range of measures of the 
impacts of CSG on farm production and profitability and strategies to manage 
these impacts will soon be available.
“Finally results are emerging from these research projects and we no longer need 
to fall back on anecdotal evidence to inform us on the industry. It’s also the right 
time to roll this scientific conversation into the community and get feedback from 
the landholders that are dealing with resource companies.”
Richard Golden, a producer from Yuleba said events such as the Roma forum 
were crucial for landholders dealing with coal seam gas and it was important for 

landholders to provide their own input. 
“The legislation allows landholders to get reimbursed for reasonable, associated professional costs as determined by the landholder and 
agreed in the Conduct and Compensation Agreement (CCA).”
“Landholders need useful information to guide the estimation of those costs and that useful information comes from these types of 
events and research projects,” Mr Golden said.
“It’s hard to take another day away from work, since you are already spending time away from your property to negotiate, but these days 
are useful and they need more landholder input to make sure they know what’s going on ‘on the ground’.”

Workshops to help landholders develop 
a digital property map

AgForce Projects will deliver property computer mapping 
workshops in Central Queensland in October, aimed at helping 
landholders develop a property computer map and improve on-
property outcomes.
AgForce Projects GIS technical officer Noel Brinsmead said not 
only will the workshops help landholders wanting to improve 
their on-farm practice but the workshops will be of benefit to 
landholders of all experience levels. 
“Our workshops walk landholders through from the basics of 
using the program to setting up a computer map that can be as 
comprehensive as the user wants it to be. Any farmer that already 
has a property map is still encouraged to attend, as regularly 
updating your map and understanding the tools involved ensures 
your maps ongoing usefulness for you and your property.”
Mr Brinsmead said the workshops were not only important 
for any landholder, but graziers involved in Grazing BMP were 
encouraged to get involved as it could help them achieve ‘above 
industry standard’. 
“The more comprehensive the map, the more it can assist 
with improve productivity and profitability. Maps can even be 
used to set carrying capacities, plan infrastructure, assist with 
vegetation management, or managing weeds and pest animals. 
Comprehensive property maps are an indispensable tool for all 
producers,” Mr Brinsmead said.

“To achieve recognition as being above industry standard in the 
Grazing BMP program a grazier must be using computer mapping. 
I encourage graziers within the Fitzroy Basin Association (FBA) 
area to take advantage of the opportunity to attend one of our 
nationally accredited workshops while the opportunity is still 
available to claim back up to 70% of the cost of the workshop 
back through the Fitzroy Basin Association.”
Attendees who complete the workshop will also receive a 
statement of attainment for the unit ‘Produce maps for land 
management purposes’ which can be put towards a Certificate IV 
in Conservation and Land Management. 
Workshops dates and times: 

•	 Dysart – 20 October, 8.30am to 3.45pm
•	 Dingo – 21 October, 8.30am to 3.45pm
•	 Rockhampton – 22 October, 8.30am to 3.45pm

The program costs $990.00 for landholders who require the full 
training package, spatial data and a licence for Phoenix Mapping. 
For landholders who already have a licence for Phoenix Mapping 
the program will cost $610.50. 
There is an opportunity for landholders to claim back up to 70% 
of the training cost within the Fitzroy Basin area. Please contact 
AgForce Projects for further information. 
Registrations are due 10 days prior to the workshops. Visit www.
agforceprojects.org.au to register or call 3238 6048.
This service is delivered by AgForce Projects in conjunction with the 
Fitzroy Basin Association Grazing Training Reimbursement Program.  

http://www.agforceprojects.org.au
http://www.agforceprojects.org.au
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The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) has release a Statement of Issues, outlining its concerns regarding proposed 
acquisition by Royal Dutch Shell (Shell) of BG Group (BG), which includes QGC.

By aligning Shell’s interest in Arrow Energy with BG’s LNG facilities in Queensland, the proposed acquisition could change Shell’s incentives 
such that it will prioritise supply to BG’s LNG facilities over competing gas users. The ACCC said that as a result, Shell could choose to direct 
more (and possibly all) of Arrow’s large gas reserves towards meeting BG’s contracts to supply LNG export markets, removing some or all of 
Arrow’s gas from the domestic market.

The ACCC invites further submissions in response to the Statement of Issues by 8 October 2015. As a result, the ACCC’s final decision will be 
deferred until 12 November 2015. Shell currently has a 50% interest in Arrow Energy and BG holds a majority stake in the Queensland Curtis 
Liquefied Natural Gas project (QCLNG)—an LNG project in Gladstone and exploration rights in the Bowen and Cooper Basins.

The ACCC is also undertaking the East Coast Gas Inquiry. This 12 month review of the competitiveness and structure of the east Australian 
gas industry is scheduled to be finalised in April 2016. 

Further information on the ACCC’s merger review is available on the public register. For further information on the East Coast Gas Inquiry, click here.

Company update
The information below provides a brief overview of the key activities and projects currently being 
undertaken by resource companies in Queensland. If you have any concerns or need further details 
please contact the CSG Project Team on (07) 3238 6048 or email. 

 Galilee Basin update 

Carmichael Mine
The Carmichael Mine, based 160 km north-west of Clermont, has experienced 
several challenges  over the last few months.

It has been announced that both of its financial advisors, Standard Chartered and 
the Commonwealth Bank parted ways with Adani in August, after the approval for 
the project was set aside by the Federal Court. The approval was set aside after it 
was found Federal Environment Minister Greg Hunt had not properly considered 
advice about the yakka skink and the ornamental snake.

In June Adani announced they had stopped engineering work on the mine and 
earlier in the month the Indigenous traditional owners of central Queensland’s 
Galilee Basin, the Wangan and Jagalingou Family Council, launched a Federal Court 
Challenge against the mine and rejected a Land Use Agreement with Adani.

The $16 billion open cut and underground coal mine and 189-kilometre rail link was 

Galilee Energy upgrade
Galilee Energy Ltd has upgraded its CSG contingent resource estimation at it’s site located approximately 80 km northwest of  Barcaldine 
(known as ATP 529P).
The 2015 contingent resource estimation completed by MHA Petroleum Consultants LLC (MHA) covers a significantly larger area than 
previously assessed, due to the step out drilling and pilot production testing completed in the permit. 
This includes data from eight step out wells as well as the pilot and pressure monitoring data from the Glenaras Pilot production 
completed subsequent to the 2011 SRK Consulting Report – this greatly increases the project area. The updated contingent resource 
estimation increases contingent resources by 868% (2C) and 388% (3C). R1 coal seam testing is now underway.
For more information on ATP 529P click here.
What is a ‘contingent resource estimate’? An estimate of the company’s recoverable resources for its tenure.
What is ‘step out drilling’? A type of exploratory well drilled outside of the known reservoir to search for an extension of the reservoir 
or even a new nearby reservoir within an already producing field.
Landholders wanting more information on this upgrade are encouraged to contact the CSG team. 

Production begins in Gladstone
Santos GLNG’s liquefied natural gas production 
started on 24 September on Curtis Island with its 
first cargo to be shipped to Asian markets in the 
coming weeks.
The project involves a 420-kilometre gas 
transmission pipeline from the Surat and Bowen 
Basins connecting through to Gladstone and a 
two-train LNG plant on Curtis Island which will 
have the capacity to produce 7.8 million tonnes of 
LNG per year when fully operational. Exports are 
projected to hit $15 billion by 2016-17. 

approved by the Federal Government in July 2014.

It is expected to take six to eight weeks to prepare advice and the supporting documentation, so Federal Envionment Minister Greg 
Hunt could reconsider his final decision on the project. For more information on the project click here.

 Shell and BG Merger: Have your say 

Gasfields Commission update
The Gasfields Commission have published technical communication papers, aimed at educating the community about the resource industry and 
address concerns about the protection of groundwater resources and groundwater quality, including: Groundwater Aquifer Connectivity; CSG Water 
Treatment and Beneficial Use; Groundwater Systems of Gas Producing Regions and Onshore Gas Well Integrity. 

The Gasfields Commission has also release another case study in it’s series where landholders share lessons learnt. Read about Wandoan 
grazier Richard Golden here or read about Yuleba grazier Brett Griffin here.

http://registers.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1186999/fromItemId/750991
https://www.accc.gov.au/regulated-infrastructure/energy/east-coast-gas-inquiry-2015
mailto:csg%40agforceprojects.org.au%20?subject=
http://www.worldcoal.com/cbm/01092015/Galilee-Energy-upgrades-its-CBM-contingent-resource-estimation-in-the-Galilee-Basin-2796/
http://www.dilgp.qld.gov.au/assessments-and-approvals/carmichael-coal-mine-and-rail-project.html
http://www.gasfieldscommissionqld.org.au/resources/gasfields/groundwater-aquifer-connectivity-in-qld-1.pdf
http://www.gasfieldscommissionqld.org.au/resources/gasfields/csg-water-treatment-and-beneficial-use-2.pdf
http://www.gasfieldscommissionqld.org.au/resources/gasfields/csg-water-treatment-and-beneficial-use-2.pdf
http://www.gasfieldscommissionqld.org.au/resources/gasfields/groundwater-systems-of-gas-producing-regions-in-qld.pdf
http://www.gasfieldscommissionqld.org.au/resources/gasfields/onshore-gas-well-integrity-in-qld.pdf
http://www.gasfieldscommissionqld.org.au/news-and-media/grazier-gas-companies-respect-landholder-advice.html
http://www.gasfieldscommissionqld.org.au/news-and-media/yuleba-grazier-shares-insights-on-gas-negotiation.html


September 
2015CSG NEWSLETTER

Company update continued...

 Linc Energy update 
In August ABC News obtained a leaked report by Gilbert and 
Sutherland on landform damage and alleged environmental harm 
from the Linc Energy Pilot trial near Hopelands. 
The report states the incident happened in August 2007 when, 
“Linc injected air into the coal seam to create a connection between its 
G2 production and injection bores.”
The report went on to state the pressure from this air was high 
enough to fracture the coal seam and the overburden and that Linc 
must have been aware of this breach. 
“Fracturing the overburden in this way meant the ‘safety blanket’ Linc 
was relying on to contain its Syngas, wastes and contaminants had 
been breached. That Linc knew, or ought reasonably have known, it 
had breached the safety blanket should have been apparent from the 
pressures used. Once this fracturing had occurred, it was unsafe to 
ignite the coal seam.”
“Because the landform had been fractured so much, the groundwater 
regime irreversibly changed. This meant Linc could no longer rely on 
groundwater as a reliable part of the contaminant containing strategy. 
It was being consumed by the process itself. For the same reasons, 
groundwater could no longer be relied on as a reliable indicator of 
contaminant monitoring.”
After examining the impact of the environmental harm caused 
by the incident, Gilbert and Sutherland reported the damage was 

“widespread” and “the contamination spatially pervades an area of 
high conservation value to the north of Linc’s site.”
In reponse to this report and the concerns it raised AgForce 
released a statement saying that initial advice from the Queensland 
Government suggested livestock contamination risks from the 
operation should be low.
“Our initial advice from the Department of Environment and 
Heritage Protection was that gases were found below the root zone 
in the soil so immediate impacts to grazing animals and stock are 
considered low,” an AgForce spokesman said.
“However we will wait for further testing from independent 
experts in addition to the ongoing soil sampling being undertaken. 
The ongoing leakage of report excerpts makes it very difficult for 
affected landholders to get an accurate picture of what has gone on 
and what the risks are.”
AgForce also congratulated the State Government regulators for 
taking action for the alleged breaches relating to Linc Energy.
“Our members want to have confidence in the regulatory framework 
and the protections in place, while reminding companies that they 
are bound by legislation with which they must comply.”
Click here for more information on the report and click here for 
Linc’s response.

After the completion of a two-year trial, Australia Pacific LNG (APLNG) has 
announced that Landspraying While Drilling (LWD) is now part of it’s drilling 
management process following approval from the Queensland Government. 
Landspraying is a way of disposing of water-based drilling muds with 
safeguards in place to ensure only approved fluids are applied on flat land 
nearby the drilling site but away from natural water sources like creeks. Fluids 
and drill solids created from drilling a well are stored in ring tanks and then 
sprayed on nearby lands. 
APLNG said that landspraying will further minimise land disturbance incurred 
by drilling activities because it removes or reduces the need to construct 
disposal sumps. Drilling in the gas fields is conducted by Origin on behalf of 
Australia Pacific LNG. 
Following approval from the Department of Environment and Heritage 
Protection and a Government-approved third party auditor, LWD operations 
have commenced at APLNG’s Condabri South and will be used at other 
APLNG drilling sites. 
APLNG’s two-year trial was approved by the Queensland Government and 
began in August 2013 using four Australia Pacific LNG-owned plot areas in 
Condabri Central, Condabri South and two areas in Combabula. 
To read more about LWD or to read Gas Stream, click here. 
LWD only takes place when landholders agree and are paid by APLNG to 
take part in it.  AgForce and MLA are reviewing the trial studies to provide 
advice to landholders considering this technology on property. Any 
landholders that are concerned or want more information on this process 
can contact the CSG team.

 Landspraying while drilling approved  
 (Source: APLNG Gas Stream Newsletter) Powerlink Update - 

Surat Basin
The construction of new high voltage transmission 
lines across the North West Surat Basin began in 
June.

Powerlink is constructing about 200 kilometres 
of high voltage electrical transmission line and 
seven substations in support of Queensland’s 
multi-billion-dollar gas export industry in an area 
bounded by Wandoan, Roma, Injune and Taroom. 

Powerlink completed construction on a vital hub 
substation in the North West Surat Basin.

The Yuleba North Substation will act as the central 
point for more than 200 kilometres of new high 
voltage transmission lines, supplying power to six 
gas processing facilities owned by Santos GLNG 
and Australia Pacific LNG (APLNG).

Powerlink has completed construction of six of 
its seven substations in North West Surat, with 
Blythdale Substation due for completion in August 
this year.

Minister for Energy Mark Bailey said the final 
section of transmission line was due for completion 
by early 2016.

To view Powerlinks Land Access Protocol, 
click here. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-08-10/linc-energy-secret-report-reveals-toxic-chemical-risk/6681740
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-08-10/linc-energy-key-findings/6681938
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-08-10/linc-energy-secret-report-reveals-toxic-chemical-risk/6681740
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/management/env-authorities/pdf/eppg00853013.pdf
http://www.aplng.com.au/sites/default/files/pdf/15/08/Gas_Stream_-_August_2015_-_Online_-_final.pdf
http://www.aplng.com.au/sites/default/files/pdf/15/08/Gas_Stream_-_August_2015_-_Online_-_final.pdf
https://www.powerlink.com.au/Landholders_and_Property/Land_access.aspx
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The Australian Government has launched it’s new-look Outbreak 
website, a portal for finding information about exotic pest and 
disease incursions across Australia and what is being done to 
eradicate them.
The website has long been a portal for information about exotic 
pests and diseases that are being eradicated in Australia and 
keeps people informed about outbreaks that could have major 
impacts on agricultural production as well as domestic and 
international markets. 
The website provides information on how to protect your 
animals and plants from pests and diseases; how to report 
a suspected outbreak and how governments and industries 
respond to exotic pest incursions or disease outbreaks.
It’s important to consider the potential biosecurity impacts 
and implications for your property when negotiating with a 
resource company. Want to learn more? Watch our biosecurity 
webinar, recorded in September or contact the CSG team for 
more information.

Senex Update
Senex holds permits over 2,000 km2 in the Roma and Wallumbilla area, with 990 km2 defined as the Western Surat Gas Project area. 
Early planning work is already underway with a target production plateau rate of between 35 and 50 TJ/day.
Senex aims to have first gas production by end of 2017. 
This increase development, along with Santos’ Phase Two EIS shows that it is important that landholders and communities remain 
aware and informed about CSG development. 
Find out more about Senex Energy’s joint venture with Origin Energy to explore for unconventional gas in the Cooper Basin as well 
as its Western Surat Gas Project here. 
Senex has also recently entered into a partnership with Santos GLNG. Senex will supply up to 50 TJ/day of sales gas from its 
Western Surat Gas Project to GLNG under a binding 20-year gas sales agreement (GSA).

Company update continued...

 National pest and disease portal updated  
Draft EIS released for Abbot Point coal 
port project

A draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Abbot Point coal port project has been released, and 
opportunities for public comment closed on 18 September.
The proposed expansion of Abbot Point will boost its 
capacity to meet anticipated export demand from proposed 
Galilee Basin mining projects.
The Queensland Government will deliver a final 
EIS, including feedback from consultation, to the 
Commonwealth Government in early October. The 
Commonwealth Government then has 40 business days 
to assess the EIS and deliver a final decision on the project.
To read more about the proposed expansion click here.

In August the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) approved the New Acland Coal Mine Stage 3 Environmental 
amendment application and issued the draft Environmental Authority (EA).
After announcing the draft EA, EHP had to provide written notification to the proponent and submitters detailing the reasons for the 
decision and provide a copy of the draft EA within five business days. Submitters then have 20 business days to formally lodge an 
objection to the application decision. If objections are received, EHP will have a further 10 business days to refer the application to the 
Land Court for an objections decision.
The approval of the EA application and issuing of the draft EA does not mean mining activities can commence at the site.
An environmental authority is the licence to undertake environmentally relevant activities. It is not a mining lease and does not ensure 
a mining lease will be granted. This is a matter for the Department of Natural Resources and Mines. An environmental authority for 
mining activities contains conditions to ensure activities are conducted in a manner that minimises the environmental impacts.
Read EHP’s decision here, or read through the draft EA here. Watch this SBS Insight story here about the New Acland Mine.

 Government approves New Acland Mine EA application 

Government update

http://outbreak.gov.au/
http://outbreak.gov.au/
http://agforceprojects.org.au/index.php?tgtPage=&page_id=175
http://agforceprojects.org.au/index.php?tgtPage=&page_id=175
http://www.senexenergy.com.au/uploads/contentFiles/files/2015_07_29%20DUG%20Conference%20Presentation.pdf
http://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/major-projects/expanding-the-port-of-abbot-point.html
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/mediareleases/2015-08-28-new-acland-mine-ea-application-decision.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-08-31/acland-mine-draft-authority-for-expansion-issued/6736146
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/insight/tvepisode/when-mining-comes-town
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The Queensland Government is looking for input on a new plan to manage water in the Great Artesian Basin (GAB).
Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural Resources and Mines Dr Anthony Lynham released proposals to be 
considered for a new plan for Queensland’s share of the groundwater basin.
“The current plan expires on 1 September 2016 so we need a new science-based plan to support economic growth and jobs while 
ensuring groundwater flows to existing water users and natural ecosystems.
“There is increasing demand for water in the Basin so it’s important that we take a strategic approach to prevent negative impacts that 
could compromise other water users and the natural environment.
“I encourage anyone with an interest in the Great Artesian Basin to provide their input.”
The Great Artesian Basin underlies more than 1.7 million square kilometres of Queensland, New South Wales, South Australia and the 
Northern Territory and stores about 64,000 million megalitres of water. About 70 per cent of the Basin lies within Queensland.
Dr Lynham said the plan would involve science-based technical assessments and extensive community consultation; including with 
the Great Artesian Basin Advisory Council. The Council is a ministerial advisory body comprised of representatives of water users, 
industry, regional councils and landholder peak bodies.
The Department of Natural Resources and Mines will also host a series of public consultation sessions about the new plan in regional 
Queensland communities from Normanton to Goondwindi during October and November. 
Submissions close at 5pm on 20 November 2015. For more information click here, contact your local DNRM regional office or 
email them. 
AgForce members are encourage to contact Dr Dale Miller at AgForce to understand the role AgForce plays in this process, and the 
return proposals AgForce is lobbying for. 

 Have your say:  
 Changes to Great Artesian Basin plan 

Government update continued...

The Queensland Government announced in July it would establish a Community Ministerial Roundtable to give agricultural, 
landholder, conservation, Indigenous and community groups and local government a voice on resource issues.
AgForce President Grant Maudsley sits on the Roundtable which met for the first time in August. Find out who else is on the 
roundtable here. 
Government also established a Ministerial Resources Roundtable, including representatives from companies and peak bodies 
representing the mineral, coal, petroleum, gas and exploration sectors, along with government and departmental heads from Natural 
Resources and Mines and State Development.
Read more about the roundtables, including membership of the Resources Roundtable.
Landholders and AgForce members are encouraged to contact the CSG team to provide feedback on issues that you feel are 
important, so that the team can raise these issues through this process.

 Community Roundtable on resources industry announced 

CSG Net is looking for more landholders to join the State Government-funded water bore monitoring program in the Surat Basin.
The program uses people power to help gather information about the short and long-term impact of coal seam gas development on local 
groundwater levels. Landholders monitor their own water bores on a monthly basis and send this data to a central database where it can 
be shared across the Basin.
CSG Net also allows for government to independently cross reference and verify monitoring results from CSG companies; leading to better 
transparency for local communities in and around areas with coal seam gas development.
10 landholder groups already were operating in the Chinchilla, Condamine, Millmerran South, Kumbarilla, Wallumbilla South, Wallumbilla 
North, Injune East, Injune South West, Eurombah Creek and Taroom West districts.
CSG Net data supplements data from a network of water bores that the Department of Natural Resources and Mines monitors. All the 
data and information from CSG companies is collated on the department’s groundwater database and made publicly available on the 
Queensland Government’s CSG Globe.
Start-up workshops provided volunteers with support and assistance on how to set up a local CSG Net group, how to monitor their water 
bores, and how to provide the information to the database.
Landholders are also informed about local groundwater systems, how coal seam gas is extracted, and methods to accurately monitor water 
levels in their own bores.
For more information call the CSG hotline on (07) 4529 1500, click here or email your enquiry here. AgForce encourages landholders to 
take part in the program, to proactively monitor bore conditions.

 Call for landholders to get involved in CSG Net 

https://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/water/catchments-planning/catchments/great-artesian-basin/public-notice
https://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/our-department/contact-us
mailto:WRPGreatArtesianBasin%40dnrm.qld.gov.au?subject=
https://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/our-department/policies-initiatives/mining-resources/resources-queensland/ministerial-roundtable2
https://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/mining/resources-queensland
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/csg-lng-industry/csg-lng-information-landholders/groundwater-monitoring
mailto:csg.enquiries%40dnrm.qld.gov.au%0D?subject=
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Government update continued...

China Stone Coal Project: EIS released
Comment for the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
on a proposal to establish a new thermal coal mine in the 
northern Galilee Basin closed on 7 September,
The China Stone Coal project proposed by MacMines Austasia 
Pty Ltd involves the construction and operation of a greenfield 
open-pit and underground thermal coal mine within a 
20,000 hectare mining lease area..
The site is located approximately 300 km west of Mackay, 
north of and adjacent to the proposed Carmichael Coal mine 
in Central Queensland.
View the draft EIS here.   

Alpha Coal Project: Supreme Court dismisses environmental appeal
An environmental appeal against Gina Rinehart’s GVK-Hancock Alpha Coal Project in the Galilee Basin was dismissed in Queensland's 
Supreme Court in early September.
The court rejected two appeals, one against the mine’s approval by the Land Court, as well as an appeal of the granting of the 
Environmental Authority. Landholders and environment group Coast and Country had fought to halt the project, claiming it would 
have a dire impact on groundwater and biodiversity in the region.
The open cut mine, located 130 kilometres south-west of Clermont, is expected to produce 30 million tonnes of coal per year, 
creating up to 3,600 construction jobs and 990 operational jobs.
The project will now focus on working on its approvals for the granting of a mining lease for Alpha. Read the full decision here.

Landholder and community objection 
rights restored

Landholders and communities have regained their right to 
object to mining developments under legislation introduced 
by the Palaszczuk Government.
The Bill introduced by the Government repeals section 47D 
of the State Development and Public Works Organisation 
Act 1971 Act.
This section prevented people objecting to the Land Court 
granting an environmental authority for a proposed mining 
activity if the Coordinator-General had previously assessed 
the activity. The Co-ordinator General assesses most major 
mine projects in Queensland.

The Government also moved to prevent other provisions in the Mineral and Energy Resources (Common Provisions) Act 2014 from 
coming into effect. Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural Resources and Mines Dr Anthony Lynham said further 
amendments later this year would deal with these provisions.
The Bill also includes amendments to the Land Court Act 2000 to ensure members of the court are covered by their usual immunity 
when they were performing administrative functions of the court under legislation such as the Mineral Resources Act 1989 and 
Environmental Protection Act.
The amendments will apply retrospectively.
The Bill also provides mechanisms to ensure any other impact of the Supreme Court decision on the capacity of the Land Court to 
deal effectively with these mining-related referrals can be speedily resolved.
AgForce is involved in this process and encourages landholders to contact the CSG team with any concerns and feedback.

Independent experts from The University of Queensland (UQ) are inviting landholders to participate in a study to better estimate the 
amount of groundwater extracted by bores in and around the Surat Cumulative Management Area (CMA). The additional information 
on groundwater use collected by this voluntary and confidential study will be used to help improve models which are used to assess 
the potential groundwater impacts of the CSG industry.

The initial phase of the project is seeking interested groundwater users, including the pastoral industry, to complete a short confidential 
survey about their current groundwater use. The survey can be taken online or via contacting the researchers to receive a paper survey 
pack or telephone call.

The next phase of the project will call for volunteers interested in having temporary flow metering devices installed on their groundwater 
bores. The flow meters, to be provided by UQ, are temporary, self-contained and non-invasive devices that are installed externally on 
the distribution pipes from a groundwater bore, with copies of all data collected for their bores provided to participants.

To take the survey click here, or contact: Dr Greg Keir, Project Leader on 07 3346 4012 or email; Mr Ian Callow, Landholder 
Engagement Lead on 07 3346 4046 or email; Ms Nena Bulovic, Research Assistant on 07 3346 4012 or email.

This project will also look to provide a free water quality analysis as part of project participation. AgForce encourages those 
concerned about CSG impacts on groudwater to take part. 

 Characterisation of current groundwater uses in the Surat and Bowen Basins 

In other news...

http://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/assessments-and-approvals/china-stone-coal-project.html
http://archive.sclqld.org.au/qjudgment/2015/QSC15-260.pdf
https://survey.its.uq.edu.au/Checkbox/UQGroundwaterUse.survey
mailto:g.keir1%40uq.edu.au?subject=
mailto:i.callow%40uq.edu.au?subject=
mailto:n.bulovic%40uq.edu.au?subject=


RESOURCES

key 
contacts 

For more information or to register 
or request a CSG workshop in your 
town visit: 

This newsletter is produced by AgForce Projects with the support of the Queensland Government, the Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Association,  
Queensland Resources Council and the GasFields Commission Queensland.

AgForce Projects CSG team (07) 3238 6048   csg@agforceprojects.org.au

CSG Compliance Unit (07) 4529 1500   csg.enquiries@dnrm.qld.gov.au
Advance Western Downs www.advancewesterndowns.com.au/major-projects.html#IBK

AgForce member contacts 3236 3100

Beyond Blue

Lifeline

1300 22 4636 

13 11 14

CSG Globe www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/mapping-data/queensland-globe/using-coal-seam-gas-globe

DEHP Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) process

www.ehp.qld.gov.au/management/impact-assessment/eis-processes/index.html

DEHP Environmental Authority lists www.ehp.qld.gov.au/management/env-authorities/index.php

DEHP fact sheets www.ehp.qld.gov.au/management/coal-seam-gas/index.html

DEHP Make Good Guideline www.ehp.qld.gov.au/management/pdf/good-obligations-guide.pdf

DEHP Permit and Licensing 
Management Unit – Mining 
Environmental Authorities (EA)

www.ehp.qld.gov.au/land/mining/chapter-5-notifications.html

GasFields Commission Qld
(07) 4542 7800

www.gasfieldscommissionqld.org.au/gasfields

MinesOnlineMaps https://minesonlinemaps.business.qld.gov.au/

Mining Registrar contacts http://mines.industry.qld.gov.au/mining/contacts.htm 

OGIA UWIR online bore database www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/ogia/surat-underground-water-impact-report/bore-search

Petroleum and Gas Inspectorate http://mines.industry.qld.gov.au/safety-and-health/petroleum-gas-safety.htm 

Pollution reporting hotline 1300 130 372  

Industry

Australian Petroleum Production & 
Exploration Association (APPEA)

www.appea.com.au

Arrow Energy www.arrowenergy.com.au

Origin www.originenergy.com.au/1143/Coal-seam-gas

QGC www.qgc.com.au

Santos www.santos.com/coal-seam-gas.aspx

  www.agforceprojects.org.au  

The CSG Project 
Team is dedicated to 
helping you safeguard 
the future prosperity 
of your farming 
enterprise. 

Contact the team 
today with any 
enquiries.

Daniel Phipps
CSG Project Leader
07 3238 6024  
0428 189 086 
phippsd@agforceprojects.org.au

Noel Brinsmead
GIS Technical Officer
07 3236 3100 
0400 665 436 
brinsmeadn@agforceprojects.org.au

Caitlin Boucher
Media and Communications Officer 
07 3238 6060
0488 002 091
boucherc@agforceprojects.org.au

Sian Robertson
Project Coordinator
07 3236 3048 
robertsons@agforceprojects.org.au


