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Overview 

1. Galilee Basin Mining 
2. EHPs role in relation to mining approvals in the 

Galilee Basin 
3. The EIS assessment process 
4. What is an Environmental Authority (EA) 
5. Groundwater conditions of an EA vs conditions 

of a Water Licence 
 



1.
 G

al
ile

e 
Ba

si
n 

M
in

in
g 



• Alpha Coal Project 
• Kevins Corner Project 
• Carmichael Coal Project 
• China Stone Project 
• Galilee Basin Coal Project 
(China First) 
• South Galilee Project 
• Alpha North Project 

Multiple Mining Projects 

Coal Resources  
>6000 Mt Thermal Coal reserves 



2. EHPs role in the Galilee Basin 

• Assessment of proponents EIS documents and associated 
EA application documents  

• Condition negotiation and development based on site specific 
issues 

• Receipt and assessment of monitoring information from EA 
holders  

• Ongoing compliance activities associated with mining 
operations and progressive rehabilitation of site 

• Lead agency dealing with complaints associated with mining 
activities  
 
 



3. The EIS assessment process 
  
Environmental impact assessment is intended to: 
• ensure that proponents assume primary responsibility for 

protection of any environmental values that may be affected 
by their proposals; 

• address environmental management for the expected life of 
proposals; 

• contribute to statutory decisions on whether a proposal 
should proceed, and if so, decide what environmental 
management and monitoring conditions should apply; and 

• where legislation allows, incorporate community and 
stakeholder views in assessment and decision-making 
processes. 
 



3.1. The EIS Process – Coordinated Project 



3.2. EIS Process – Environmental Protection Act 
1994 



4. What is an Environmental Authority  



5. Conditions of an EA vs Water Licence 

• EA issued under Environmental Protection Act 1994 
• WL issued under Water Act 2000 
• EA conditions all aspects of the mining operation (including 

any potential impacts on groundwater) based on impacts to 
environment values 

• WL conditions impacts to the water resource (including 
groundwater) based on take and/or interference. Including 
impacts on existing water supplies 

• Government works together to issue complimentary 
approvals, not contradictory approvals.   



Moving Forward - Model Conditions 
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